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Derecka Mehrens, Executive Director at Working Partnerships USA, 
brings 15 years of community organizing, civic engagement, and 
public policy experience working in communities of color and with 
low- and moderate-income families. 
 
Under Ms. Mehrens’ leadership, Working Partnerships USA co- 
founded Silicon Valley Rising, a coordinated regional campaign to 
inspire a tech-driven economy where all workers, their families, and 
communities thrive. The unprecedented labor-faith-community 
alliance is working to build a new economic model that rebuilds the 
middle class, to raise wages and workplace standards for all workers 
in this valley, and to address a regional housing crisis that is pushing 
families and children to live in garages, cars, or near creek beds in 
order to survive. 
 
Ms. Mehrens graduated from the University of Oregon with a 
bachelor’s degree in Sociology, History, and International Studies. 
 

 Working Partnerships USA is a community organization that drives 
the movement for a just economy by bringing together public policy 
innovation and the power of grassroots organizing.  
 
Working Partnerships USA builds the capacity of workers, low-
income neighborhoods, and communities of color to lead and 
govern. Based in Silicon Valley, it tackles the root causes of inequality 
and poverty by leading collaborative campaigns for quality jobs, 
healthy communities, equitable growth, and vibrant democracy. 

  

http://www.wpusa.org/

